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stored all the most valuable articles into carts and slept
upon them, taking the jewellery and plate the next
morning to the Ministry of Finance, and the album to
the National Library.' I arranged ... to have the
whole taken to the Spanish Embassy, and gave a
receipt for what was deposited in the Treasury and
the Library, the transfer taking place without any
difficulty."
Having given this typical exhibition of those qualities
which amply justified the confidence reposed in him,
De Lesseps set out on his return journey. He did not
go direct to Madrid; but first of all made a tour of the
Spanish frontier on the French side from Bayonne to
Perpignan in order to make sure that the agreed con-
ditions were being honoured, that no revolutionary
propaganda was being prepared for secret circulation
in Spain. Unless some such assurance had been given,
his position would have been one of great difficulty at
the Court. Spain was not yet fully tranquilised after
the Carlist revolt, and friendly relations with France
would be gravely jeopardised if there was any attempt
to spread the gospel of republicism.
Having assured himself that all was well De Lesseps
made at once for Barcelona to fetch his wife and family
and conduct them to Madrid. The Catalonian
mountains which they had to traverse were still infested
with bands of brigands, insurgents and Garlists, the
legacy of almost twenty years of political disturbance.
The party travelled without escort, though it was
offered to them. De Lesseps preferred to rely on his
status as a friendly foreign official rather than to seem,
to favour any Spanish party, and he was in the right.